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Washington Boy in the Klondike Writes a
Refreshing Letter to His Old Home Just At
the Time When He Is Having Trouble To
Keep From Being Frost Bitten and His Friends

in the National Capital Are Fleeing- - to Es

cape Being Broiled Alive Mountains and
Plains of Ice and a Zero Breeze

d vwsox city
Klondike District B C

July 3 1902

Editor Washington Times

A
S I am an old Washington boy

and an erstwhile member of
the newspaper fraternity I
thought I would write to

let jou know something about the
weather up here In the Klondike for I
suppose bythe time this letter reaches
jou Washlngtonlans will be chaffing at
the worst of the summers heat I sup-

pose
¬

down there In the National Capital
the thermometer is hovering closel
around the 100 mark even In the shade
and Washlngtonlans are loudly lament ¬

ing the crj credible supposition that
they lho in the hottest city on the face
cf the earth

This presumably being the case I
thought It might possibly be of Interest
to let ou know how the mercurj runs
up In this far corner of

the globe and Incidentally a few

things about this far famed but little
known territory and the greatest rush
for gold cicr recorded In the annals of

mankind
Up here In Dawson well we wouldnt

mind having Just a little of Washing-

tons
¬

humidity That is it would bo
very pleasant What would you say to
a snowstorm or a snowball battle on the
Fourth of July or In the month of Au
gust Perhaps down there in Gods
land you cannot picture such a thing
Well if you cant all I hae to say is

fcr you to came up here and take a lit- -

tlo look around the Klondike ma be

jou would nec breathe a word against
a genuine piping hot summer again
And then again maybe sou would It
all depends upon the thickness of the
clothing you bring up here with you

and your susceptibility to cold
What would jou say to a delightful

little blizzard such as the National
Capital was treated to In 1859 for an
occasional morning afternoon or een
lng meal just as jou would hae a lit-
tle

¬

midsummer shower down there The
very mention of such a thing to jou
folks who are probably sweltering maj
cause a sigh of wishfulness to escape
from jou But dont for a moment think
it is really as nice as it sounds hen
jou hae to experience It it Is quite a
different matter

How would jou like to be employed to
dig ground that Is frozen more or leas
solidly all the jear around work In
swift flowing mountain streams whose
waters are ice cold and chill one to the
very marrow of his bones or camp out
night after night In an insignificant lit-
tle

¬

dog tnt in mountains whose summits
and vallcjs are perennially hidden by
tons upon tons of snow and ice It
hardly seems as pleasant upon second
thought does it Perhaps after all jou
would prefer to lhe In nicelj furnished
homes In a beautiful cltj even If jou
do have to swelter Xono of the water-
ways

¬

In this part of the world remain
open for more than thre or four months
out of the entire twelve The Ice closes
them completclj to a depth of several
feet thus utterly blocking all navigation
except bj sledges and dog teams until
the spring break up gets In its work
about the last of ilay or the first of
June

But I would not have jou to bclievo
that the temperature up here In the
Klondike never moderates and that we
live in perpetual misery While the
climate of Alaska and Its neighboring
territory in Uiltlsli Columbia is fright
fully cold In winter and very frequently
even in summer there are times In the
middle of the day when Old Sol gets
In his work and the temperature be
comes delightful If not positively hot
sometimes But this only occurs in some
portions of Alaska Where this moder-
ation

¬

In the climate Is felt there lb a
tremendous range In the rise and fall
of the mercurj It Is alwaji cold at
night bitter cold But shortly before
noon it frequently begins to warm up
and grows extremelj pleasant for a few
hours I haeknown the thermometer
as far north as Circlo City an enterpris ¬

ing little American mining town which
by the way claims the distinction of be-
ing

¬

Just within the Arctic Circle to run
suddenly up to nearl 120 degrees onl
however to fall to awful depths almost
immediately

On the whole though the climate In
the Interior of Alaska Is frlghtfullj
cold Tim Japanese current warms the
coast to tuch an extent that the win
ters thcro nre seldom or never severe

out bj- - the mail boat by waj of Cape
- -L jomc inc little crait jeaves n

evening and It will be the last chance
to start anj mail for the outer world
for nearly two week1 Tomorrow is the
Fourth and the exuberant spirits of
Dawson arc going to have what they de-

clare
¬

will be a red hot rip roaring
celebration Although we are prcttj
thoroughly cut off from the rest of the
globe and its people we do manager to
get things up here once In i while In ¬

cluding a small stock of cheap fireworks
I maj saj however that the principal
features on the celebration program for
tomorrow are gun music and a very
general dispensation of red eye
Fourth of July onycomes once a jiar
and the miners celebrate accordingly
This is Canadian soil and consequentlj
under allegiance to the King but never
theless its population comprlsqs njen
iuui an puns oi me giooe tne- jargerpart of them being Americans The
Stars and Stripes float on high along
with the British flag and the citizens
are alwajs only too happy to have such
an excellent excuse as the recurrence or
Independence Daj for a general celebra-
tion

¬

More good ammunition will be
fired promiscuously Into the air tomor-
row

¬

than would be required to killevery wild beast on the North American
continent and enough red eye will
be consumed to drown a regiment 61
Canadian guards r nj j

But as to the countrj- - Itself I have
traveled pretty much over the whole
globe and have seen manj strange and
beautiful lands but I can safely saj
that somehow Alaska and the Klondike
tannot be equaled All that is strang- -

Cbt wildest and most beauti
ful in nature his been blended here In
this llttlo spot on the
map I say little but it is really a tre-
mendous

¬

place Tew persons havo an
Idea of the enormous size of Alaska
alone far as size Is concerned
terrltorj Is an empire In Itself being
equal In area to seventy one States like

and containing as man
square miles as England Inland Scut- -
land Wales France Portugil Spain
awiizenanu and iieigium united

to the Klondike It lies many hun-
dreds

¬

of miles bejond the coast of Alas-
ka

¬

and the trip inland to Diwhon City
and the mines is one which once made
can never forgotten I think there
Is really no other trip Illtf it Much
of its former has of
course been lost in the constant
vanco of civilization which ven lnr
Is making Indelible marks upon the
country and people But the is still
one of protracted hardship and not a
little danger There arc but two routes
by which the miner or tourist maj
reich the Klondike One of these the
ono most generally used lb over the
White Pass and Million Itallroad by waj
oi bKagway and the famous Skagwav
trail over While Pass and down the
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ness the tourist mcrelj intent upon I

seeing the country finds It hard lo
choose between the routes but the
whole the former may taken as the
most Interesting as well as dangerdu i

Skagwajs Importance lies in the fact
that it is the starting point of the prin-
cipal

¬

trail to the Klondike region and
the interior of Alaska The town may
be said to have grown in a night for
on June 1 1S9T there was not a ves ¬

of a settlement mcrelj three tens
uciuk otL ufiir me water euge
one month later on July 1 when tre
telegraphic wires all over tilt vrorvi
were pulsing with the news of the fabu-
lous

¬

discoveries of gold In Alaska and
the Klondike when men were seized
with the gold fever and left comfort-
able

¬

homes and high salaried positions
by the tens of thousands to pursue the
phantom of wealth In this unknown
land when the whole civilized worll
was going mad only six timts marked
the site where now stands a eft
Shortly after July 1 however the
steamer Quoin bearing the first of the

Klondikers arrived She was innno
dlatcly followed bj scores ottKr
craft ever conceivable sort of boat
In fact ever thing that would slav
afloat and carry a crowd hastened to
the land of gold nnd deposited Its cag r
crowd Bj July 15 Skagway had bten
founded and contained about 400 tents
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or shacks Still the crowds continueJ
to pour In Even small tug boats were

converted into passenger
boats each sometimes earning as many
as 100 men From here the famous
Skagwa trail over White Pass and down
the W lilte Horse Ttaplds and upper Yu-

kon
¬

to the Klondike was opened
Meanwhile Dvea four miles distant

had been founded and was enJoing the
same wnc of prospjrltj Another trail
to the Interior was opemd from here
rassing over Chilkoot Pass and Joining
the Skacway trail at the head of navi ¬

gable water Immediate in undjlng
rlvnlrj sprang up between the two
townj nnd each advertised its trail as
Llng absolute the safest and lust
route to the Klondike

t Skagwi the tourist of tod i ma
bo ird the train of the White Pass and
Yukon Railroad and begin the Journey
to the Klondike a trip which In many
respects has no tqinl In the world Tor
rearlv the hole of Its length tho rall

follows the old Skagwa trail
Owing lo the high rates of tronsporta
ton however u great man gold hunt-
ers

¬

are compelled to paO in as in form-
er

¬

das
Finally with a shrill bkibt of the

whistle nnd several short qulek jerks
the triln pulls out of the statl in at
Ekagwaj and the Juuruey has bttuu

IWIiYVN VtJUjarsr
BBKlJi mbmb1S --l

svMHauK9BHHHHHHHKKHHRB3

IhmmimmmmmmhmmmmPIH

TjL PPlfefStt hH S

Massachusetts

inaccesslblllt

MR

picturesque

tcmpjrarily

mMlK

V3m

in of the Principal Sledge Trails Dawson

The 3im Is shining and it Is quite warm
In tie vallej as we stnrt For several
miles the train movis at a good rate of
cpeed through verdant forests A gush¬

ing torrent approaches and recedes
from the track and picturesque water
ialls ire visible at frequent Intervals
Presentl we come out upon i narrow
well worn trail along which a rag-llng

processloi of roughlclad men are
leading a horse or two each Upon the
backs of the animals are packed the
supplies of the gold seekers This is
the fimoUs Skagway trail the easiest
puck trail to the Klondlkeas It Is ac-

cessible
¬

to horses As we planceout of
the car wndovvs on either side of us
W perceive that we are passlnglnto a
di ep canon ilanked on either side by
left snow -- covered mountains As we
watch the canon narrows impdcepcns
jnd the trail beside the track becomes
more rocky A illmpse abend bewilders
us the canyon has suddenly come to
in end aud might mountains hem un
in completely making egress eemlnsl
Impossible High easiadc s plunge down

the precipices all around us their
waters Joining the seething fiord near
tho track But presentl our speed grad
ually lessens while the puffing of the
engines grows louder we are climbing
the aseent of White Pass has begun
IIttla by little our speed decreases as
the ascent becomes steeper Slowl the
snov line draws nearer and finally we
cross It The thermometer has been
constantly falling until tho varmth of
the valley has given place to a decided
cold

Still wc climb upward upward paus ¬

ing onlv now and then to gather steam
in the boilers A narrow ledge scarcel
a dozen Inches wider than the track
Ins hevn out of the side of the
cliff nnd alcng this we slowly wind our
vvaj To the right tare cliffs tower
thousands of feet above us while to
the left bcsldo the track a sheer
precipice falls awa to awful depths
Far far below maj be seen the boiling
Hood nnd several hundred feet above
It the trail with Its never string
of paekers winding along tho rocky

At the Summit of Chilkoot Pass

ledges cross the canyon the walls rise
less abruptly and are densely wooded
Gradually it grows colder One by one
we unpack our wraps and slip them on
Xarrower and narrower grows the pass
Steeper and steeper becomes the as-

cent
¬

Slower and slower moves the
train until our progress Is at merely a
snails pace The stops become more
frequent Flnally we pass above the
timber line and naught Is visible around
us save snow ana ice The cold srows
greater until we sit shivering and half
frozen yet ever alert to the grandeur
of the scene Ere long the sun ceases
to shine a dense mist hovers but a
short distance over our heads

But as we look we become aware thit
the crowning glory of the trip over the
pass is soon to appear The eanjon
around the of which we have been
skirting Is semi circular so that while
we have been climbing steadily upward
we have also been working around to a
point almost tilrectly opposite to the
opening where we entered We are
nearlng the brluk and will soon be at
the summit of White Pass among ihe
clouds Crossing a lofty steel cantilever
bridge we reach the opposite side of the
canyon where we tigain Join the pack
trail Suddenly we approach the black
mouth of a tunnel Just as we are
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about to enter It the train comes to
an abrupt stop We glance out of the
car window and then in spite of our
cold nnd numbed condition we spring
from our scats and rush to the platform
to look back The crowning glory of the
trip to the Klondike lies before us

The scene cannot be surpassed nn- -
where on earth Nowhere has the I
finite Architect and Sculptor wrought
with a skill which sinks deeper Into
the heart Opposite us between two
loft granite peaks there rests a great
glacier suspended so insecurely ap-
parent

¬

that a touch of the finger
would send it crashing Into the valle
below It is some COO feet high and
the changing effect of light and shadow
passing over It Is Indescribably beau-
tiful

¬

When the sun Is shining upon it
it Hashes like a huge diamond when
the sun passes behind a cloud It Is a
turquoise blue Low above our hsads
hang the dense clouds ready to en ¬

velop us when the summit of th pudb
is rtathed So harrow Is the ledjje upoi

9

which the track is laid that It seems
as though tho train were fairly clinging
to the wall oi rock for a foothold Ilka
a thing of life Leaning out from tho
platform wc gazo down into tho yawn i

mg abyss which fall3 sheer away fromi
our very feet to a depth of fully 3000
feet Far below can be seen the raging
torrent coursing over Its rocky bed

Here slightly below us on another
ledge Is the pack trail With our eya
wo trace Its eours- as It winds down ¬

ward along the face of the cliff Far¬

ther away where the wall Is less abruptj
the trail Is steeper and descends moro
directly Then in the mm distance Itt
reaches the bottom of the canyon and
winding in and out along the waters
edge passes cut and is lost among tho
trees In tho valley As far as It is vis¬

ible that same endless straggling pro-

cession
¬

of gold hunters tolls slowly
along bound for the land of promise
Then we follow the track across tho
bridge down and around the side of tho
canyon as It grows smaller and smaller
until a faint black line it too passes
out into the valley beyond and Is lost
In tho forest Still Btrlving to follow
Its course through the foliage our gazo
wanders farther and farther away until
it finally rests upon a Llllputian city
nestled in the fair green valley at tho
head of a narrow river like body of
water wllch loses Itself in the dis-
tance

¬

amons the majestic scow crowned
mountains

The town is Skagway twenty miles
distant and thl body of water beyond It
Pyramid Harbor Far away In the val-
ley

¬

the sun U bathing the town and Its
harbor In Its cheerful radiance whllo
all about us rests an awful gloom that
enhances the weird grandeur of our sur ¬

roundings From the depths of the can-
yon

¬

the roar of the boiling swirling tor¬

rent rises faintly to our ears like the
thundering of the surf upon a distant
rock shore What a scene Is this
How warm and beautiful the distant
valley bathed In sunshine how cold ami
grand the snow crowned monarchs about
us How peaceful and serene the far
away clear blue sky bow ominous the
lowering clouds above our heads How
weird the shadows How Indescribably
awful the deep dark canyon with its
seething Hood What labor must man
have expended to penetrate t s place
with a railroad What tales could these
silent walls relate of tho tragedies en- -
acted in this gloomy pass when four
years ago thousands of poorly clothed
ill fed men tolled and fought to ascend
this pass goaded onward by the lust for
gold

Finally however with a shrill re
verberating blast of the wnlstle the train
again starts forward Hardly have wot
tirauuicu uui piuccs iu mc cur wiieu wu
plunge into the tunnel Upon emerging
from the dark hole wo enter a snow- - j

shed of considerable length But at last
this too is passed and we find our- - j
selves in the open To our utter sur--
prise we cannot see thirty feet either Bide
of the track a dense mist envelops us
we are in the clouds At last we are at
the summit of White Pass Presentlr
the train comes to an abrupt halt and
we are Informed that a lengthy stop U
to oe maue

Alighting from the car wo glance
curiously about us We are on what ap--
pears to be an extensive plateau Al
large log shack that serves lor a station j
is before us and looming dimlv throueh
the mist several other shacks and tenU
are visible As rapidly as our numbed
condition will permit we hasten inside
to thaw out by the huge old stove What
a picture we behold as wo enter the
e-im uiusterea aDout the hot box la i
various attitudes of more or less repose
are several scores of men gold hunters
for the most part They are a pic 1

turesque group unshaven clad in a
motley assortment of garments mostly i
stout boots thicK pants red blue or
gray flannel shirts short coats and
topped with warm fur cans Many of
them are hlghlj intelligent looking men
Cracker boxes and benches near the fire
form the seats and very square inch of
them Is crowded Later comers have to
stand or sit on the floor around the
walls With the exception of those who
have Just arrived on the train they have
all climbed the pass and are on their
way to Dawson A string of packers Is
constantly arriving and departing

When wo have warmed ourselves suf ¬
ficiently we go for a walk about the
station To our astonishment when we
open the door we find the mist has van ¬

ished and the sun is shining clear and
cold Not far from the station are two
tall flag poles one living the Stars and
Stripes and the other tho English flag
This is the dividing line between Alaska
and Canada A short distance awav la
aumaiii uc a long narrow body of
water which forms the head of a chain
of lakes and rivers that are navigable
to small boats all the way to the Yi
kon and thence to the Pacific Oci aj

So interested are we in Jhr sights
about us that we havo not observed that
the sun is no longer shinln and that
the sk is clouded over Our irst Ink-
ling

¬

of the change Is a sudin down-
pour

¬
of rain Wo turn and ruu to the

station which Is quite a dlsauco away
But even before we reach ii the shower
has ceased and in its plr e a furious
snowstorm is raging So b inding Is tho
sudden storm that we cancot sec even
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